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Is Economic Freedom 
A Right?

Yasmin Bhatia, Uplift Education CEO

As we reflect on Uplift Education’s past year’s achievements and chal-
lenges, it is with great pride and a clear vision for the future that we 
address the pressing question: “What is economic freedom?” At Uplift, 
we firmly believe that the opportunity to achieve economic freedom and 
prosperity is the right of our graduates. To us, this encompasses more 
than just financial stability; it includes home ownership, comprehensive 
insurance coverage, and the capacity to save for the future.

I am thrilled to share that the latest 
TEA (Texas Education Agency) data 
not only confirms the success of our 
approach but also underscores our 
commitment to our scholars. The 
statistics reveal that Uplift alums now 
earn an average of $64,300, starkly 
contrasting the $41,000 reported by 
DISD (Dallas Independent School Dis-
trict) and the $48,000 Dallas County 
average.  
Our approach begins in the earliest 
stages of education, where we instill a 
deep-rooted love for learning. We show 
and tell children that the options for 
their future are endless, from attend-
ing one of the colleges and universities 
represented on the college banners to 
finding an exciting career path through 
the guests who speak to them as early 
as primary school during our career 
weeks. For children who need more 
academic intervention, we’ve invested 
heavily in giving them more learning 
time through personalized, high-dosage 
tutoring or robust summer school pro-
gramming. We want every child to have 
an equal opportunity to thrive. 
Our commitment extends to providing 
personalized guidance for each scholar, 
exemplified by Uplift’s exceptional 1:50 

college counselor-to-student ratio. This 
tailored approach equips our scholars 
with the necessary tools to navigate the 
complexities of their post-high school 
endeavors. We believe in fostering a 
culture where hard work and self-belief 
are the cornerstones of success, and 
we remain steadfast in our mission to 
help our scholars achieve their wildest 
aspirations. 
Even after our scholars leave our 
schools, our dedication does not 
waiver. We continue offering support 
and guidance through our college per-
sistence counselors and alumni career 
service office. Our goal is not merely 
to facilitate placement into a first job 
but to pave the way for a stable career 
trajectory and long-term economic 
freedom. 
As we look ahead, our commitment to 
ensuring excellent educational oppor-
tunities that empower our scholars and 
propel them to their brightest future 
remains. Our scholars’ average salary 
is only one illustration of the dozens 
of accomplishments we celebrate this 
year. Every achievement brings us one 
step closer to our vision of equitable 
education and opportunity for each 
child in the DFW area.

Uplift Education is proud to be a flagship tenant 
at Pegasus Park in Dallas which aims to strengthen 
North Texas as a globally-recognized center for life 

science innovation, business, and social impact.

The Uplift Education Network
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More Time 
on Tutoring
At Uplift, success is not defined 
solely by test scores but by the ho-
listic development of each scholar 
through their educational journey 
and beyond high school. We take 
pride in our commitment to equip 
scholars with the skills, knowl-
edge, and resilience to navigate 
the challenges of higher educa-
tion, career, and life beyond the 
classroom.

We do this by meeting schol-
ars where they are and building 
personalized learning plans to 
meet their individual needs. 
Uplift raised the bar even higher 
this past year by providing High 
Impact Tutoring (H.I.T.) to nearly 
4,000 scholars. Unlike traditional 
after-school tutoring, this support 
happened during the school day, 
several times a week in a virtual 
setting.   Across the board, we saw 
positive progress in literacy and 
math test scores, meaning more 
scholars are learning on track and 
prepared for the next grade level. 
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Coming Full Circle
Giovanny Sanchez Gives Back

Giovanny Sanchez was not just the first in his family to go to college 
but also the first to attend high school. When he graduated from Uplift 
Williams in 2012, he was excited to pave a new way for his younger 
brothers.

Now, just ten years later, Gio has earned his college degree and is em-
ployed as an account executive at a rapidly growing tech company in 
Dallas. Gio owns a home, provides for his family, and serves on the 
Board of Directors of Uplift Education.  
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“I never would have thought I was only a decade away from sitting in the gover-
nance seat at the organization that supported my dreams,” Gio shared. “Before I 
attended Uplift, I did not think college would be an option. 

Uplift’s culture and rigorous academic approach helped instill a work ethic that 
has supported the success I’ve achieved in college, my professional life, and lead-
ership in the community.” Gio’s story is a testament to the transformative power of 
education. It reminds us that education is not just about acquiring knowledge but 
also about empowering individuals to redefine their destinies.

Read Giovanny’s Story!

When 
asked 
what 

success means to me, I reflect 
on my journey. In conventional 
terms, I’m considered successful. 
I am an account executive at a 

rapidly growing 
tech company 
in Dallas, own a 
home, and provide 
for my family. Uplift 
education paved the way for my economic 
opportunities. However, I define success not by my hard work and 
achievements but by the opportunity to reinvest in the community that 
nurtured me. Please join me in supporting Uplift Education. 
See page 12 for how to empower our scholars with your 
investment. 
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The Building 
of Futures
Uplift Education is not just a net-
work of schools; it is a launchpad for 
a future yet to be built. Uplift goes 
beyond traditional education. We 
recognize that college is not the only 
route to success. We allow schol-
ars to explore myriad professions 
beginning in middle school. These 
experiences help scholars discover 
their passions and interests, laying 
the groundwork for informed future 
decisions.

Through our Career Solutions pro-
gram, we offer career pathways into 
healthcare and computer science 
with an intent to add teaching in the 
coming years to meet a critical need 
in classrooms. While some scholars 
choose to enter careers immediately, 
others will leverage certifications 
to earn substantial salaries while 
in college to help offset the cost of 
higher education.

Uplift is creating options that lead 
to economic mobility. Our success 
is measured not only in academic 
achievements but also in the tangi-
ble impact it has on the lives of our 
graduates. Uplift Education is not 
just building futures; we are shaping 
destinies, proving that every dream 
is within reach with the right formu-
la and support. 

College Matriculation
85%

Military
1%

Career
7%

Other
1%

College Matriculation (85%) Career (7%) Career Training/Licensure Program (6%) Military (1%) Other (1%)

Post Graduate Decisions 
for Uplift Graduates

Uplift Education Class of 2023

The centerpiece of Uplift’s 
commitment to a holistic 

education is the Uplift Career 
Solutions program. Unlike 
conventional technical 
training, it is designed to 

provide practical skills that 
lead to industry-recognized 

certifications and actual 
careers that align with the job 

market demands.

950 9,498 $196M 467 89% 149 93%

Graduates  in 
the class of 

2023:

College 
applications 
submitted:

Scholarships 
and grants 
awarded:

Different 
college 

acceptances:

Scholars 
matriculating 

to college:

Scholars 
choosing a 

career path:

Scholars 
earning IB® 

college credit:
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Our Supporters
With our donors’ generosity, Uplift can provide an education for the 
23,000+ scholars enrolled for 2023-24. We extend a heartfelt thank 
you to the following donors for their generous 2022-23 gifts and lifetime 
donations over $25K to support Uplift’s mission.

A.L. Chilton Foundation
Tori and Richard Agnich
Kay Allen
Alpha Business Images
Altitude Trampoline Park Fort 

Worth
Rosana Alves
Amazon Smile
Amerigroup
Amon G. Carter Foundation
James Anderson
Lilia Apolinar
Arshad Consulting
Stephanie Aughinbaugh
Jorge Avalos
Suguna and Venkatakumar 

Babu
Alexis Badillo
Bain & Company Inc.
The Baldridge Foundation
Deborah Baker
Bannerman Foundation
Lorena Barba
Cristina Barbosa and Michael 

Young
Delina Barbosa
Roslyn Barker
Christine Barrameda
Colleen Barrett
Alisha Basques
Pamela and John Beckert
Bellevue Foundation
Belmont Foundation
Ana Belmonte
Patrice Belotte
Ben E. Keith
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Azucena Benitez
Michielle Benson
Yasmin and Vik Bhatia
Deborah and Bryan Bigham
The Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation
Bird Family Foundation
Blue Star Operations Services, 

LLC
Daniel and Laura Boeckman
Boeing - Employee Match
The Boone Family Foundation
Tori Breedlove
Rebecca Bridges
The Hal and Diane Brierley 

Foundation

Bright Funds
Tom Brinegar
The Broad Center
Derek Brooks
Deni and Kevin Bryant
Alice and Michael Brown
Buck Financial Advisors LLC
Cassandra and Bruce Byerly
Janet Calkins
Adriana Calles
Capital For Kids
Capital One
Cavalier’s Playhouse
Mariela Cawthon
Celanese Foundation
CFP Foundation
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 

Family Philanthropies
Charles Schwab Foundation
Charter School Growth Fund, 

Inc.
Janette Chavez
Simon Chen
Citi Foundation
City of Coppell
Collins-Fisher Foundation
Communities Foundation of 

Texas
Community Philanthropic 

Ventures
Carol Contestabile
Veronica Contreras
Juan Cortez
Christopher M. Cousins
Adam Cox
Cathleen Crews
Lori Crouch
Kathy and Harlan Crow
Shirley and Stuart Crow
Nereyda Cruz
Kimberly Dade
Dallas Center of Photography
The Dallas Foundation
Dallas Regional Chamber
Dallas Social Venture Partners
Anna Dalton
Jill and Michael Dardick
Pilar and Lew Davies
Dawn and Derek Davidson
Maureen and Robert Decherd
Jacqueline Delgado
Mychal Dickinson
Theodore Ditty
Lillian and Tony Dona

Misty Donathan
Donna and Carey Carter
Forrest Dorsey
Cichez Dounley
David Drinkwater
Keith Earley
Educate Texas
Betsy and Richard Eiseman
Elevance Health
J. Ellis
Tanya Elwood
Nathan Ennis
Alex Escalona
Catherine and Robert Estrada
Diana Estrada
Mandy and Collin Chase Evans
F/R Warehouse Project, LLC
Fidelity Foundation
FIG Enterprises
FIRST in Texas Foundation
Five Star Subaru of Grapevine
Dion and Luciana Fleitas
Rudy Flores
Jenifer and Peter Flynn
Fort Worth Education 

Partnership
Susan and Richard Frapart
Christine and James Frary
Dexter Freeman II
The Fritz and Mary Lee Duda 

Family Foundation
The Frontiers of Flight Museum
FrontStream-Verizon
Jeffrey Fuller
Satya Gade
Monica Gallagher
Kartik Gandhi
Susan and Woodrow Gandy
Ricky Garcia
Angel Gardner
Kiara Gaton
Ted Gebhardt
The George and Fay Young 

Foundation
George W. Bush Foundation
Esther Ghio
Sandip Ghosh
Jane and Mark Gibson
Michael Giles
Amanda Ginsberg
Goff Family Foundation
Goldman Sachs
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift 

Program

Melinda Gonzalez
Nehemias Gonzalez
Hannah Grace
Gracelyn’s Hope at Communities 

Foundation of Texas 
Greater Texas Foundation
Carol and Truman Greene
Greystar
GritOut
Carla and Jay Grob
Raghurami Guntaka
Christina Gutierrez
Estela H.
Adil Habib
Judy Hagen
Marilyn Halpin
Jeremy Hamilton
Hamon Charitable Foundation
Harry S. Moss Foundation
Harry W. Bass, Jr. Foundation
The Harold Simmons 

Foundation
Ashley Hathaway
Hawn Foundation
Brenda and Peter Hayes
Tricia Heaney
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Helfrich
The Herndon Family Foundation
Hemera Foundation
Pilar and John Henry
Elise Herman
Isa Hernandez
Matthew Hernandez
Highland Capital Management
Hillcrest Foundation
The Hilton Anatole
HKS Architects
Hoblitzelle Foundation
Ann and Lee Hobson
The Hoglund Foundation
William Holloway
The Home Depot
Jodi Hussey
Hari Ijjurouthu
Imagination Station Inc. dba 

Istation
International Paper
Maha Iskandar
Pamela J.
Rusty and John Jaggers
Jane Bosart Foundation
Tanika Jefferson
Kathryn M. Jenevein
Cameron Johnson

Leslie Johnson
Elizabeth Joseph
Simone Joyce
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Marianthe Kane
Karla and Michael Stack
Sara Keller
Mir Khan
Cheryl and H. Craig Kinney
Kleinheinz Family Foundation for the 

Arts and Education
Rosalyn Knight
Naresh Kommula
Kristina and Daniel Hippman
Mahima and Pankaj Kumar
Melanie and Greg Lane
Laura Bush Foundation
Lauren and Eric Bricker
Leigh and Victor Sansone
Hattie Mae Lesley Foundation
Leslie and George Conant
Levine’s Stores
Diane Libonati
Cristina Limon
Lincoln Property Company
Lucy Link
Lisa and Burch Waldron
The Litman Foundation
Daniel Lopez
Rosaly Jimenez Lopez
Sarah Losinger Esq.
Louise and Charles Marsh
Louisiana Tech University Foundation
Lowe’s Charitable & Educational 

Foundation
Luis and Naila Rivera
Adelaida Luna
David Luna
Christine VanDeVelde and Don Luskin
Matt and Lili Luth
Francine Ly
Lyda Hill Philanthropies
Jillian Lyles
The M.R. and Evelyn Hudson 

Foundation
M&T Foundation
Tricia Macaluso
Thomas Macatee
Lenin Mahimainathan
Cathy and George Manning
Karina Martinez
Matejek Family Foundation
Tom and Holly Mayer
Princess McCoo
Andre McEwing
Elena McFann
McGriff Insurance Services
Aaron McLendon
Barry and Melissa McNeil
Anne and John McPherson
Meadows Foundation
Rev. Dr. Lael Melville & Randolph 

Melville
The Melville Family Foundation
Myles Melville
Evette Mendiola
Metro Rotary Club of Grand Prairie

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation
Michael Young Family Foundation
The Mike & Mary Terry Family 

Foundation
Mike and Joyce Ernst
The Miles Foundation
Ellen and Steve Miller
The Missad Foundation
Karen Mitchell
The Morris Foundation
Carol Montgomery
Harold Montgomery
Nena Montgomery
Ruth Ann Montgomery
Robin N. Montoya
Yanela Montoya
Moody Foundation
Isidro Moreno
Morgan Stanley
Donna Mosely
Anna and Ryan Moss
Motorola Foundation
Multiplier
Laura Muniz
Stacy and Ken Murphy
Sridhar Musunuru
MVP Disc Sports
National Association of Charter 

School Authorizers
National College Attainment 

Network
National Philanthropic Trust
Brian Nelson
New York Life Employee Match
Nita and Cullum Clark
NorthPark Center
Alberto Nunez
Ana Nuno
Alice and Erle Nye
William Oates
O’Donnell Foundation
Olympus Corporation of the Americas
Elizabeth Orthmann
Ossa and Anders Fisher
Angela Owens
Sridevi and Narasimha Pabbisetty
Erika Pacheco
Tikki Padilla
Priscilla Parhms
Amit Patel
Harsha Patel
Shrikant Patel
Vipul Patel
Paul E. Andrews, Jr. Foundation
Dee Ann and Marshall Payne
Anthony Pena
Carlos Pena Jr.
Regina Pena
Pepsi Co. Food for Good
Perkins-Prothro Foundation
The Perlmeter Family Foundation
Rosemary and Michael Perlmeter
The Perot Foundation
The Perot Museum of Nature and 

Science
Shreese Phillips
Maria Pineda

Pizza Hut
George Platt
Pratyusha Pooskuru
Chris and Joe Popolo
Posey Family Foundation
Secilee Powell
Anita Pratti
Rodrick Pride
Syreeta Pritchett
Project Lead The Way
Project Management Services, Inc.
The Progressive Insurance 

Foundation
R4 Foundation
The Rainwater Charitable Foundation
Ramesh Rakam
Laura Ramirez
Rev. Dr. Lael Melville & Randolph 

Melville
Priya Rangarajan
Catherine Rank
Todd Rapp
Rees-Jones Foundation
Regions Bank
Belinda Reyna
Richard & Enika Schulze Foundation
Richard J & Victoria Agnich 

Foundation
Jane and Kirk Rimer
Guadalupe Rivera
The Robert D. and Patricia E. Kern 

Family Foundation, Inc.
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Davette Rodgers
Savanah Rodriguez
Ruby Rose
Rowling Foundation
The Roy Gene and Pamela Evans 

Foundation
Rebecca Ruiz
Rigoberto Salas
Giovanny Sanchez
Juan Sanchez
Nicole Sanchez
Narendra Sanka
Tiffany Santa Cruz
Jesse Santos
Melissa Saucedo
Scholarship America
Schwab Charitable Fund
Jennifer and Andy Scripps
Raza Shah
Share Our Strength
Miriam Shaw
Shea Family Foundation
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Nila Sigler
Simmons Sisters Fund
Brenda and Steven Smart
The Snyder Family
Southern Methodist University
Louis Stanley
Britta Erin Stanton
James M. Stanton
Stemmons Foundation
Steven and Toni Morrison
Ann Stevenson

Helen and Frank Stevenson
Summit Financial Group, Inc.
Jonathan Sussman
Connie Stamets and Brice Tarzwell
Ed Tauriac
Josh and Jennifer Terry
Texas Ductwork Mechanical LLC
Texas Exchange Bank
Texas Instruments Foundation
Texas Mechanical Services
Texas Women’s Foundation
TG Public Benefit Program
Brianna Thomas
Thompson & Horton LLP
Narayana Thouda
Yeni Torres-Sanchez
Toyota USA Foundation
TREC Community Investors
Cynthia Tsimberg
Heather Turner
U.S. Department of Education
Prashanth M. Udda
UKOGF Foundation
Unique Apparel Designs
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas
UPS (Frontstream)
Srinivas Vaddi
Vanberg Family Foundation
Maritza Vasquez
Sandhya Velisela
Verizon Foundation
Vin and Caren Prothro Foundation
VMware Foundation
Denise W.
W.W. Caruth, Jr. Fund at 

Communities Foundation of 
Texas

Rebecca Wade
Lisa and William Walker
Harianne and David Wallenstein
Walton Family Foundation
Katrina Watland and Jay Woody
Christopher Wedge
Jennifer Weintraub
Alec Weissman
TerriSue and Jack Wensinger
Whirlpool Foundation
Leland B. White
Lori and Charles Whitten
Phillip and Donell Wiggins
Madeline and Radoslaw Wilk
Abby and Todd Williams
Kirstie Wilson
Wink Lashes
The Wonderful Company Foundation 

Inc.
Frank Wu
Ingrid and Scott Young
Tami Young
YourCause
Youth Service America
Anthony Zablocki
Bomi Zarolia
Peter Zwick
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Board of Directors
We thank our Board of Directors for the 2023-24 school year, who are 
helping guide the strategic direction of our network.

Financials
As in years past, Uplift maintains its investment-grade rating and continues to 
grow and fund innovation through private philanthropic support. Additionally, 
Uplift advocates to find ways to bridge the funding gap through state policies. 

Cullum Clark*
Chairman of the Board

Director of the Bush Institute, Economic Growth Initiative

Dr. Lael Melville*
Vice-Chairman of the Board

CEO, The Melville Family Foundation

Cristina Barbosa
Community Volunteer and Executive Director of the Michael 

Young Family Foundation

Roslyn Barker
Executive Chief of Staff, Toyota North America

John Beckert*
Chair - Development and External Affairs 

Committee
Operating Partner, Highlander Partners, LP

Dr. Michielle Benson
Executive Director, The Arts for Minority Youth

Simon Chen
Chief Accounting Officer, Varsity Brands

Adam Cox
Partner, Bain & Company

Pilar Davies*
Co-Chair - School Engagement Committee

Community Volunteer

Tony Dona
Former Chairman of the Board
Executive Director, Greystar-Thackeray

Richard Frapart
Former Chairman of the Board

Honorary Member of the Executive Committee
Chief Operating Officer, Stratford Land

Ricky Garcia*
Senior Program Manager, Schwab Community Services & 

Charles Schwab Foundation

Mandy Ginsberg

Rusty Jaggers
Community Volunteer

Cameron Johnson*
Chair - Real Estate Committee

CEO, Nickson

Andre McEwing*
Chair - Uplift Fort Worth Advisory Board
Supplier Diversity Manager, Tarrant County College

Elena McFann
President, Medicare, Government Business Division,  

Anthem, Inc.

John McPherson*
Chair - Strategic Planning Committee, Finance

President, Opportunity 2040 Fund

Harold Montgomery
Managing Partner, T9 Fund, LP

Yanela Montoya
Director of Advocacy, Dallas Afterschool

Todd Rapp
CEO, Fortress Multi-Manager Group

Giovanny Sanchez
Account Executive, Perry Weather

James Stanton*
Chair - Advocacy Committee

Partner, Stanton LLP

Ed Tauriac*
Chair - Audit Committee

Senior Strategic Advisory, FTI Consulting

Christine VanDeVelde*
Co-Chair - School Engagement Committee

Author, Journalist and Speaker

Peter Zwick
Partner, Jones Day

Kevin Bryant
Former Chairman of the Board

General Counsel, Crow Holdings

Melissa McNeil
Former Chairman of the Board

Ryan Moss
Former Chairman of the Board

*denotes executive committee

 78% State Foundation 
School Funding

 15% Federal Funding

 4% National School 
Lunch & Breakfast 
Program

 2% Donations

 1% Other Local 
Support

REVENUE

EXPENSES

$305 
Million 

 51% School Salaries & 
Benefits

 28% CMO Staff & Operating 
Expenses

 10% Other School 
Operating Expenses

 6% Interest  on Debts & 
Bonds

 5% Depreciation & 
Amortization

REVENUE

EXPENSES

$300 
Million 
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Thanks to supporters like you, Uplift Education community charter schools are 
educating more than 23,000 scholars across DFW, ensuring a college and career pre-
paratory PreK-12 education, best-in-class college and career counseling, on-campus 
support, and critical career guidance.

Empower Our Scholars 
With Your Investment

Our Annual Fund
Join us in championing our scholars’ success by contributing 
to our annual fund through monthly or yearly donations. Your 
support directly fuels critical programs that transcend traditional 
boundaries, catering to the needs of both current scholars and 
alums alike.

Notably, our commitment to the “Road To College and Career” 
initiative and the indispensable “Social and Character Counseling” 
program incurs an additional cost of $1,200 per scholar annually. 
These vital programs go above and beyond, providing invaluable 
guidance and support on their educational and personal journeys.

We invite you to lend your support to our annual 
fund, which plays a pivotal role in sustaining 
and expanding these impactful programs. Your 
contribution will make a tangible difference in 
shaping the future of our scholars and preparing 
them for academic and personal success. 
Together, let’s invest in a brighter tomorrow for our 
scholars and alums. 

Our Capital Campaign
PreK Expansion

Access to free, high-quality PreK programs 
remains uneven across different zip 
codes. Recognizing the significance of our 
widespread presence throughout the Dallas-
Fort Worth (DFW) area, Uplift is committed to 
enhancing our impact by building additional 
PreK classrooms to serve more of our 
youngest scholars. 

Our PreK program aligns with our overarching 
academic philosophy, fostering a classroom 
atmosphere prioritizing joy, curiosity, and 
feeling welcome. 
The anticipated cost of this PreK expansion 
initiative is $8,000,000. Your collaboration 
will be vital in ensuring more children have 
access to a nurturing and enriching early education experience.

Athletic Facilities

At Uplift Education, our commitment 
to fostering a well-rounded learning 
environment extends beyond 
academics. We recognize the 
importance of physical health and 
active lifestyles for our scholars during 
and after the school day. 

In our early years, we prioritized 
creating exceptional academic 
spaces that aided scholars’ learning 
journeys through natural lighting, 
purposeful design, and engaging 

aesthetics.

As part of our ongoing commitment to comprehensive scholar 
development, we are poised to expand our educational 
landscape further by introducing upgraded 
athletic facilities, including 
the implementation of 
turf soccer fields and a 
competitive track field. 
These enhancements, 
valued at $16,000,000, will 
provide our scholars with 
opportunities for physical 
well-being and the pursuit 
of sporting excellence.

Contribute 

To learn more about how you can 

support these transformative efforts, don’t 

hesitate to contact Deborah Bigham 

at dbigham@uplifteducation.org. Your 

involvement will create an enriched 

educational experience that encompasses 

our scholars’ academic and athletic 

dimensions.



Our Mission
Uplift’s mission is to create and sustain public schools of excellence that 

empower scholars to reach their highest potential in college and the 
global marketplace and that inspire in scholars a life-long love of learning, 

achievement, and service in order to positively change their world.

3000 Pegasus Park Dr., Ste. 1100  |  Dallas, TX 75247  |  www.uplifteducation.org


